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In his shirt sleeves is Kaloused Hazarabedian, 


an Armenian colporteur, at work along a street in a Lebanese city. This scene is 
reenacted in hundreds of places every day in the lands from which the Bible came 
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N MILITARY installations across America during the 
I next few weeks, service men will be confronted 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “Christ is the An- 
swer” is the theme of a preaching mission designed 
to reach all the major installations in America. Many 
ministers, perhaps your own among them, have been 
invited by the chaplains to the camps and stations to 
bring men’s attention to Jesus Christ and His Gospel. 

The cooperation of the Chiefs of Chaplains of the 
Army, the Navy and the Air Force has been full and 
hearty. The chaplains themselves have requested 
this ministry. Clergymen from many groups and from 
every section of the nation have been invited to 
participate. 

Before thousands of men these ministers of the 
Gospel will speak. Moreover, they will visit the hos- 
pitals, speak at ‘“‘breaks”’ in the heavy training sched- 
ule, chat in day rooms and ward rooms, visit pris- 
ons, brigs and guardhouses—in short, these ministers 
will reach men where they are. 

The primary purpose is to call men to Jesus Christ 
and to convert those who have not known Him as 
their Saviour and Lord. A secondary purpose is to 
strengthen the spiritual life of all who are in the serv- 
ice and to give a feeling of unity to Protestant 
Christian service men and women. 

Christ zs the positive answer to all of the problems 


The American Bible Society supplies Scriptures of 


all types and in many languages to service men. 


HF; 
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Christ Is the Answer 


and the questions of our times. Ministers in civilian 
pulpits and chaplains in the Armed Services continue 
to preach this positive fact. It requires constant and 
continuing vigilance to remind mankind of this good 
news. Those who plan and present these preaching 
missions among service personnel ought to be remem- 
bered in our prayers at the beginning of this New 
Year. : 

When the preaching missions and the chaplains 
carry on, this message, “Christ is the Answer,” will 
echo in the hearts of multitudes. : 

The Bible is the source of this good news. The 
Bible Society Service Testaments and the individual 
Gospel portions which the chaplains have distributed 
by the millions may well have laid the foundations 
for a deep and lasting religious revival. Surely our 
questing generation seeks for such an answer! 

Years ago at the beginning of World War II the 
Universal Bible Sunday brochure was entitled, “The 
Positive Answer to the World’s Despair.”® The Bible 
is the answer, primarily because it contains the record 
of the Incarnate Word, the ultimate Truth. 

May the Word of God continue to be provided to 
our Armed Forces so that, even in our warring world, 
pecple everywhere may discover, with those to whom 
the Gospel is to be preached in these coming weeks, 
that Christ is the answer. 
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God’s Middleman 


HIS MONTH the Bible Society, in com- 

pany with many other organizations, 
will take inventory. Every Bible, New Testa- 
ment and Gospel will be counted. There is 
one thing the Society knows even before the 
count is made—there will not be enough 
Scriptures. The supply can never keep up 
with the demand. 

The count will be made with the same pre- 
cision as inventory in any store. Yet the Bible 
Society is quite different from any store. The 
other day a man said to a Bible Society Secre- 
tary, ““You are a kind of God’s middleman.” 
The expression struck a chord in this writer’s 
spirit which will reverberate for a lifetime. 
~ God’s middleman! It is indeed an apt de- 
scription of the position of a Bible Society 
Secretary. On one side are the countless mil- 
lions who are hungry for God’s Word. Heavy 
upon the heart of the Bible Society Secretary 
is the knowledge of the unrealized oppor- 
tunities to carry the Gospel to millions of 
men. He knows the eagerness with which 
men receive the Book in their own language 
and the readiness with which they accept 
Christ Jesus when they read His Word. Each 
day the Secretary has burnt upon his heart 
the world’s great need for the Scriptures. 
~ On the other side he has the great Ameri- 
can public. Each day he gives hearty thanks 
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for the thousands of people who support the 
Society by their gifts, interest and prayers. 
Some of the Society’s best ideas for reaching 
others have come from this faithful group. 

Yet day after day the problem of the Secre-. 
tary is how to tell the story to those millions 
who have not realized the importance of 
God’s Word for the world. There are so many 
good people who contribute for all kinds of 
physical relief but who have not caught the ~ 
vision for the necessity of giving the Book 
from which come those beliefs which, in their 
turn, make people want to help the hungry 
and the destitute. When these people know 
about the work of the Bible Society, they 
give; but the people have to be found, which 
is not an easy task—and then they have to 
be told the story. 

God’s middleman! It is a glorious and un- 
comfortable experience. Each day the Secre- 
tary realizes that God has indeed placed His 
treasure in earthen vessels, and he prays for 
guidance and help as he seeks to speak to 
America on behalf of the millions who have 
not yet received the Gospel. 

The inventory—the unreached millions— 
the ongoing work of a new year. The great- 
hearted American people who respond when 
they know. And God’s middleman, dedicated 
to the distribution of the Word. 
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Hard Going 


But the Bible must be offered to those who are off the beaten path of the world’s life. Incidents 
taken from the log of the Bolivian Bible Coach in its summer tour of 1951 
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E REACHED the plaza at exactly the right time. 

A civic program had just concluded, so we 
started right in. After a few preliminary remarks it 
wasn’t possible even to mention the various items we 
had for sale before we were swarmed—literally. In 
the rush to buy, the organ was knocked over and a 
little girl hurt, though not 
seriously. I have never seen 
anything like it in my life.” 

Who said this and what 
was he selling? A missionary 
included this statement in 
reporting on his Scripture 
distribution in an unnamed 
village in the heart of Boli- 
via. One wonders if there is 
any country in the Western 
world that the American 
people know as little about 
as Bolivia. Twice as big as 
Texas, it has a population 
about equal to that of Chi- 
cago and its suburbs. It is 
the most illiterate of the Latin American countries, 
due in large measure to the fact that more than half 
its people are Indians. Tourists never include it in 
their itineraries, for, as one of its own leaders recently 
said, it has “‘the worst roads in all the world.” 

Over 4,000 kilometers of these roads last year went 
Tom and Margarita Hudspith in their Bible Coach 
with Colporteur Enrique Bazan. Mr. Hudspith is the 
Subagent for the Society, whose home is Oruro in the 
west central mountainous section of Bolivia. In a six 
weeks’ tour last summer the coach visited a dozen or 
more mission stations, supplying them with Scrip- 
tures in the Spanish and the Indian tongues and 
themselves selling to the people as they went along. 

One of the first places they stopped was the little 
town of Quesimpuco, where there lives a solitary lady 
missionary, Miss Lydia Anderson. Writes Mr. Hud- 
spith, ““When we saw the crude Indian hut in which 
she lived, with rough adobe walls, with the daylight 
showing through the cracks, which also gave her 
plenty of ventilation even when not desired; with 
hardly any real private life of her own, with Indians 
trooping in all day long and observing the complete 
way in which she has identified herself with these 
Indians in their daily life and work—we felt that here, 
indeed, was one worthy of the name of missionary.” 

In the neighboring town of Colquechaca, which, 
with its surrounding area is about as high as Pike’s 
Peak, the Bible Coach replenished the needs of a 
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Secretary Hudspith commends the Word to those who 
gather as here, and wherever the Bible Coach pulls 
to a halt in a village square 


promising young colporteur who two years ago lost a 
hand and an eye in a dynamite explosion. He has 
since begun his studies in a Bible institute and in his 
spare time has met with marked success as a dis- 
tributor. During the coach’s 
quechaca he set off on his donkey, laden down with 
Scriptures, traveled two 
days’ journey to a big fair 


up again before the coach left. 
At the town of Tarabuco 


the workers of the Bolivian 
Indian Mission there with 
Scriptures. Before this work- 
er started out for a distant 
Indian district, an Indian 
believer came two days’ jour- 
ney, bringing an animal so 
that the missionary might 
accompany him to minister to the isolated believers 
in his area. 

Driving south to lower levels, where oil is the chief 
industry, the coach was met, as earlier promised, by 
a missionary who came with his “‘power wagon’? to 
help pull the coach through the sand drifts that make 
the roads in that region almost impassable. In a little 
place called Monteagudo the Hudspiths and Col- 
porteur Bazdn were entertained at the home of a 
widow who had had a remarkable conversion through 
the reading of the Scriptures. In the evening they 
held a meeting on her porch. The piano accordion 
soon brought the people, who listened intently and 
then eagerly bought the Scriptures that were offered. 
So seldom do they have the opportunity to sing 
hymns with instrumental accompaniment that the 
few believers, with many of their interested friends, 
kept the song service going till late in the night. 

At the oil center of Camiri the resident missionary 
had distributed a large number of the Society’s newly 
published illustrated Gospels of Luke, which he be- 
lieves, as does Mr. Hudspith, will secure hundreds of 
new readers of the Gospel who might not take as 
much as a second look at one of the ordinary small 
Portions. 

Down near the Argentine border the coach headed 
for the little town of Villamontes. Because of the deep 
sand-drifts they barely made it; two dry river beds 
were so bad that the coach proceded literally yard by 
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week-end stay at Col- | 
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where hundreds of people | 
from long distances congre- 
gate, sold every book he had 
and returned in time to stock 


the coach supplied one of 
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yard over boards. It was worth all the trouble, how- 
ever, for in the village they visited a settlement of 
Christian Mataco Indians-living together under the 
care of a Swedish mission. This tribe, which is found 
both in Bolivia and the Argentine, has had the four 
Gospels and the Acts translated into their tongue 
(sometimes called Vejoz) for over twenty years. They 
have as a tribe been regarded by many as the laziest 
and dirtiest of the tribes in all that region. It was in- 
spiring then to see what the Gospel had done for them. 

The return trip brought the coach through Tarija, 
the capital of Bolivia’s most southerly department. 
The Brethren have had a mission there for years 
where there is a continuous battle against fanaticism 
but where, largely for that very reason, the sales of 
Scriptures are relatively large. Still farther north the 
‘coach pulled up in the yard of Dr. R. H. Brown, 
chairman of the committee that is working on the 
revision of the New Testament in the Bolivian Que- 
chua language, one of the main tongues spoken by 
the Indians of the high Andean region. This visit 
was of special interest to Mrs. Hudspith, who is her- 
self one of the members of the Quechua Revision 
Committee. She has indeed been close to the work in 
this language all her life, for her father, George Allan, 
became in 1907 the translator of the Gospel of John, 


4 YERE Comes another salesman,” they say to each 
H other as our mobile-unit station wagon pulls to 
a stop in the center of a migrant camp somewhere in 
the heart of New Jersey. Then when I hop out, a 
ten-year-old boy will call back to his mother stand- 
ing in the door of their shack, “Hey, mom, it’s the 
Sunday-school man who spent a week with us in 
Florida last winter’’; and the rush is on. It is at first a 
rush of children, some of whom remember that in the 
“Harvester,” as our car is called, are books, games, a 
record player, a movie projector, a folding organ and 
a portable altar, We are salesmen, yes; but we have 
nothing to sell but the Gospel. 

In five minutes a record is playing, not too loud to 
disturb those not interested but just for the group 
that are gathering around the car. Adults are joining 


ocd reading naturally follows 
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“The Harvester” stops at a farm-labor supply center in 
Texas. Vandalism and delinquency are always checked 
hs when the workers begin their song and game sessions. Buble 


the first publication in Bolivian Quechua. This be- 
ginning was made shortly after he had made the 
long trip from Buenos Aires by mule, carrying his 
baby daughter Margarita in a box strapped on the 
animal’s back. 

After a visit in the famous city of Potosf, which has 
yielded the world much of its silver and still more of 
its tin for hundreds of years, the coach entered on its 
last and what proved to be its most unpleasant lap of 
the journey. At an altitude of about 14,000 feet they 
passed through a region where it had snowed a few 
days before. The big mining trucks had left huge 
ruts in the mud, which the coach was too low to 
negotiate. After getting stuck again and again Mr. 
Hudspith and his companions finally hired four 
Indians to go along the road, filling in the ruts and in 
some places partly rebuilding the highway or open- 
ing up a new trail, pushing and lifting until firmer 
ground was reached. 

The coach had been on the road for six weeks. 
There had been left behind 106 Bibles, 428 New 
Testaments and 3,300 Portions, including 400 of the 
new illustrated Gospel of Luke. The coach had also 
left behind many a missionary and colporteur happy 
in the possession of a fresh supply of these books, to be 
used in the coming months to undergird his work. 


Home and Church 
- Are Where the Crops Are Ripe 


But Home and Church never prosper where the Scriptures are not read and followed; so the “Harvesters” 
follow the Migrants from the Gulf and the Rio Grande to the Canadian Border 
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the children, and when we find an older person, may- 
be someone we met a month ago in South Carolina, 
we put him in charge of the player while we take a 
supply of Gospels and visit around among the shacks. 

This is the way we get started for our brief stay in 


another migrant camp. It may not be as simple as 
this; it may be that we arrive as perfect strangers 
among workers who have never before been visited 
by anyone who wasn’t suspected of trying to swindle 
them. But we are never thrown out, and we always 
make friends. 

Our “calling card” is usually a Gospel portion fur- 
nished free by the American Bible Society. Not in- 
frequently, when we catch up with a group we have 


Miss Della Cross, Director of Migrant Work in Wisconsin, 
greets Miss Edith Lowry, National Executive Secretary 
of the Division of Home Missions 


visited before, someone will run up, show us a bat- 
tered copy of a Gospel and say, “‘See how hard I have 
used this since you gave it to me last year. Could I 
have a fresh one?” 

Interest in Scripture reading has grown to a 
marked degree since the Bible Society has been 
supplying us with the Gospel of Luke in illustrated 
magazine form. Eventually I hope we may be able to 
use all the Gospels in this form, although I know they 
cost the Society twice as much as the little booklets. 
The pictures work like magic. One lad in Florida 
said to me, ‘“‘Why, the mountains in the Bible aren’t 
much different from ours here in the old U.S.A.,” 
and ‘‘Now I know just where Jesus walked.” 

Of the small books none is more popular than the 
little Sermon on the Mount. Its colored cover is at- 
tractive, and the large type encourages whose who 
read with difficulty. 

We are careful about indiscriminate gifts of whole 
Bibles. If one is requested, we ask that the person 
wait till our next visit, which may be no longer than 
a week. The anticipation of waiting for the Book 
tests the genuineness of the desire and makes the gift 
the more precious when it is presented. 

The Gospel worker visits perhaps a dozen different 
camps in an area once a week, developing such a pro- 
gram as he can. Although facilities are almost zero, 
he faces a spiritual harvest that is white indeed. In 
most instances there is little for the people to do in 
their spare moments, so they drink whiskey and play 
cards. ‘They are for the most part not accepted in the 
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communities adjacent to their work. Often even the 
churches neglect them. They have no recreational 
facilities, no church buildings, no schools. ‘The boys 
and girls that crowd around our “Harvester” are 
likely to be among those million American children 
who the White House Conference on Childhood and 
Youth, meeting in December 1950, said were receiv- 
ing little or no education at all. 

With the aid of his ‘‘Harvester”’ and its equipment, 
the Christian worker organizes a Sunday school, for 
which he sometimes finds people in the camps who 
can serve as teachers. Both children and adults at- 
tend the classes. In the more fortunate circumstances 
teacher-training groups are formed. Bibles are sup- 
plied for church services. On each succeeding week’s 
visit a different Gospel portion will be distributed. 
Family devotions are established in many instances. 
There is very little time for reading. Work hours are 
long. In some camps there is no electricity. But in 
more than one such camp I have found people read- 
ing their Gospels and especially the illustrated Gos- 
pel of Luke late at night by candlelight. 

There are three main streams of migrant work. 
One runs up the eastern seaboard from Florida to the 
New York-Canada border, another from Texas to 
Minnesota, and a third along the Pacific Coast. 

It is a vast and needy field, where the laborers are 
few. Among the valiant volunteers is Cecil Beeson, 
a mail carrier of Hartford City, Indiana, who gives 
his evenings to the work. Another volunteer, a mi- 
grant himself, is Walter Garcia of Peck, Michigan, 
who is studying for the ministry in Texas. His native 
tongue is Spanish, so the Society furnishes him, as it 
does many workers, with Spanish Scriptures. Garcia 
gives his rainy days to his fellow migrant workers. 

Only the Heavenly Father can measure the har- 
vest. Now and then the door opens to reveal a bit of 
it, as when a lad in a Florida camp, to whom we gave 
a Gospel last year, reported on our visit this past win- 
ter that, after he had read it by himself, he told his 
parents that if they all could read it together out 
loud, he thought the bitterness and anger that 
threatened to break up their home might disappear. 
With a glow on his triumphant little face he said to 
me, “I’m happy again now, because it did.” 


Loyal Daughters and Sons 


Thirty-four Bibles will go to Brazil, and a like number 
to Korea, as the result of the gift of $68-received from the 
Illinois Branch of the International Order of The King’s 
Daughters and Sons. This sum was contributed in the 
offering taken at the communion service held in connec: 
tion with the chapter’s annual convention, held in Oak 
Park, Illinois in October. Mrs. Effie L. Hersche, president 
of the chapter, writes, “This is my last year (1952) as 
President. I would like to establish this as an annual prac- 
tice for the future.” 
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Three Mighty 


BS of the “Ten Million Scriptures Distribution Cam- 
paign” in Japan are hundreds of stories of courage 

and devotion on the part of those who do the work—the 

Officers, Secretaries and staff at the Bible House in Tokyo; 
_the pastors in their churches; those who supervise the ever- 

growing company of colporteurs; the colporteurs them- 
Selves, trudging on foot and pedaling their bicycles through 
the streets of hundreds of towns and villages; and, not least 
_by any means, the people in the homes who are encourag- 
ing one another to investigate the Book which the Christian 
religion offers them. 

Through the kindness of Rev. Tsunetaro Miyakoda, 

General Secretary of the Japan Bible Society, we are here 
introduced to three of the leaders among those who are 
determined that the Scriptures shall be offered to every 
one of the 30,000,000 homes in Japan. 

_ Mr. Okamura is the head of a Bible institute in the city 
-of Matsumoto, located in Nagano Prefecture in the central 
mountain area. It is a city of about 80,000 people. 

Mr. Okamura is a vigorous leader of the youth group in 
the thirty Holiness churches of the area. He is himself 
about thirty years old. He has organized the young people 
into about fifty bands of four or five each who from their 
various centers in the area work first the cities, then the 
surrounding towns and villages. For their colportage they 
take their week-ends and not infrequently their free eve- 
nings after work. Whenever time is afforded, such as sum- 
mer and Christmas vacations, Mr. Okamura’s bands ex- 
‘tend their work to other prefectures. Their average 
“monthly distribution last year was 30,000 copies. 

Mr. Sumita works in the Yamaguchi and Shimane Pre- 
fectures up toward Korea. He is pastor of a small church 
‘im a seacoast town and is about forty years of age. His 
career has been an unusual one. He is the son of a miner 
and worked in the mines until his conversion and entrance 
into the seminary. His present church is the only one he 
has served since his graduation. By nature an indefatigable 
‘worker, he made the decision, upon the first announce- 
ment of the Ten Million Distribution Campaign, to get the 
Scriptures into every home in his area. At the close of De- 


E ARE indebted to Mr. A. Carson Smith, Lt. 
j Colonel, Army Reserve, and former mayor of 
Santa Ana, California, for the following excerpt from 
a long letter written to the high-school and college 
youth groups of the Santa Ana United Presbyterian 
Church. These young people located a couple of 
tithers in their church who were willing to back them 
up to the sum of $500 for Testaments. Four of the 
young people spoke at a Sunday morning service and 
issued a challenge to the congregation to send Testa- 
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Men of Japan 


cember 1950, when he reported that in the single month 
he had distributed 90,000 copies of the Gospels, the Japan 
Bible Society thought there must be some error in the 
figures and asked for details. In his detailed report Mr. 
Sumita stated that in addition to his regular distribution 
he had carried out a special program for the month. Dur- 
ing the Christmas holidays he hired a bus and two trucks. 
His fifty trained student assistants traveled in the bus, and 
the Gospels were carried in the trucks. The group, organ- 
ized to cover every town in a given area each day, met at 
noon at a fixed point and had lunch together. After a short 
rest they resumed their work till evening, when they re- 
turned to their meeting place, had their supper, shared 
their reports and closed the day with a prayer meeting. 
Mr. ‘Tanikawa is the pastor of a small church in the city 
of Omiya, about twenty miles from Tokyo. He is thirty- 


‘five years old and was recently elected secretary for his 


district of the “Church of Christ in Japan” (The United 
Church). Mr. Tanikawa is the son of a Buddhist priest and 
in his boyhood worked in the temple where his father 
served. After his conversion he worked his way through 
the seminary during prewar days when few men were able 
to complete their course because of the privations imposed 
upon them. Immediately upon its announcement Mr. 
Tanikawa joined the Ten Million Campaign. After six 
months of colportage with his loyal young co-workers, 
three of whom were self-supporting seminary students, Mr. 
Tanikawa bought a second-hand film projector and, with 
a motorcycle to carry it, along with his Scripture supplies, 
he widened his working area. After another year and a 
half he exchanged the motorcycle for a small used car. 
In addition to the ceaseless daytime work which he does, 
Mr. Tanikawa holds many evening meetings. Admission 
to those meetings is the possession of a copy of the Gospel. 
At the services Mr. Tanikawa and his helpers tell Bible 
stories with the help of the film and by reference to the 
Scriptures themselves. This past summer they conducted a 
special three weeks’ campaign in the mountain district of 
Chichibu Prefecture, where they sold 33 Bibles, 250 New 
Testaments and over 30,000 Gospel portions. 


The Bible at Work in Japan 


BY JAMES Z. NETTINGA 


ments to Japan. Every dollar given would be 
matched, and every dollar meant several Testaments. 
In two or three weeks the congregation donated 
about $500. The young people had the other $500, 
and three days later I was presented a check of 
$1,000 for Bibles for Japan. ‘The money was sent to 
the Japan Bible Society with instructions to supply 
the Bibles it would purchase—mostly Japanese, but 
some English—to Mrs. Betty Brown Birkholy, who as 
a student at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles had 
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spoken to the Sunday school before her departure for 
the field. 

Mrs. Birkholy wrote: 

Some of the Bibles I have given to some of the other 
young missionaries in our group who are working in vil- 
lage areas and doing a lot of evangelism. We have been 
distributing these Bibles very carefully and only giving 
them to seeking people, who really read and use them. I 
wrote, you remember, about going to the prison? Well, 
some of those men are now out of prison, and almost all of 
them stop by the house and ask for the Bible we promised 
them if they read the Gospel of John. Some of their lives 


Here is Betty Brown Birkholy in the “talking jeep” 
which helps her to distribute Scriptures in Fapan 


are really changed, and when they come out they are still 
reading the Word and being helped to go the right way. 

Then there was an Easter Sunday afternoon in Matsu- 
yama, when three young fellows of high-school age came 
to visit me at the house. They had seen me giving out 
tracts at the high-school track meet and they came after 
one. Well, it happened that before they went away (we 
spent about three hours together), each one of them had 
prayed and accepted Christ as his Saviour. They just 
drank it in, with eyes and mouths open wide. They said 
they had never heard of anything so wonderful before in 
all their lives. One of the boys had lost his father in the 
war, another had lost a brother and the third boy was an 
orphan. They were so happy they didn’t want to go home. 
But the test of the thing always comes when they do go 
home, and these boys met that test. Now it is about a year 
since, and those three boys have their own Bible time and 
singing every morning, and they are really witnessing. 
There are thirty-some in their group now, and they are all 
using your Bibles, both in English and in Japanese. 

The latest thing that we have used your Bibles for is the 
new opening we have in the factory city of Mihara. For a 
long time the missionary with whom I have been working 
has been very burdened about that city of some 50,000 
people, and no live Christian witness. Well, as the story 
goes, I was riding on the train from Hiroshima to Fuku- 
yama and I was approached by a young man who wanted 
to murder me with his English. This happens about every 
time we go some place where there are a lot of people, and 
that is everywhere in Japan. So I talked to the young fel- 
low, who told me he was a factory worker and wanted to 
go to America. This is also almost every young person’s 
desire in Japan. 

That was all I remembered about that day, but here is 
what came out of it. 

About four weeks later I got a letter written in very good 
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English, saying that the second largest locomotive and air- 


brake industry in Japan wished to have an English class if | 


I would come and teach it. I replied that I would talk over 


a plan with a representative, if one would call on me. A 


day or so later, the head of the designing department was 
at my genkon (entrance), with a very pretty silver jewel case 
as a gift, and all ready to hear my terms. They were, of 
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course, that I would come and teach them English if they 


would also give us a time for a Bible class and special 


Christian meetings in the plant. This was quite agreeable, _ 


and so the date was set. We began classes there yesterday, 
and one of the first questions was this: “Since you, of 
course, will be using the Bible as a text, where can we get 
some Bibles?”? I assured them that we had enough Bibles 
for them, and we would bring them next time. This factory 
is in Mihara, and we are now “‘in”’ with the largest factory 
there, which; by the way, employs 2,500 workers to whom 
we will be speaking about the Lord Jesus Christ some of 
these days. Do pray that the Bibles that we take down 
there will bring forth much fruit! 

It’s not just like eating peaches and cream to get into 
places like this factory. This I am convinced was the 


Lord’s doing in answer to prayer. Do pray now that our > 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
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witness will be much used there! Also, on the same day we 


are teaching an English Bible class at the Mihara branch 
of the Hiroshima University, where we have about sixty 
students at present; and so we have two openings now in 
Mihara. Your Bibles will also be used in our Bible class at 
the University, just as they are here in the church and in 
our classes here in Fukuyama. 

Every time we go on a trip to the country villages and to 
out-of-the-way places, people are eager to get a copy of the 
Bible; and it is such a joy to have them for the people, and 
to know that the Lord will bless His Word when there is 
no missionary in the area, no radio, no church. So thank 
you each one just a million times over. This thanks is also 
from all the Japanese who will be able to read about God 
because you gave them a Bible. ; 


“Eight People Saved For 
Twenty Cents” 


A colporteur working in Argentina reports that, 
while visiting a town in the north of the Province of 
Cérdoba about a year ago, as was his custom, he went 
from house to house offering the Bible, New Testa- 
ment and portions of Scripture. As one woman listened 
to him and saw the Gospels which he offered for only 
five cents each, she said, ‘“‘How I would like to have 
them. But I have no money.” However, she went 
to a neighbor to borrow the twenty cents which would 
purchase the four Gospels. The colporteur then en- 
lightened her as to the meaning of these Gospels and 
went his way. Recently, while he was visiting another 
part of the same province, a woman came up to him 


with radiant face and asked if he did not remember 
her. He did not, but she hastened to tell him: “I am 


the person to whom you sold the four Gospels a year 


ago in Obispo Trejo, and you will remember I had 
to borrow twenty cents to buy them. I want to tell 
you that through reading those Gospels I was brought 
to Christ, and not only I, but also my family. Yes, 


eight of us were saved for twenty cents.” 
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“Hi, Chaplain! 
I’ve Read My Chapter” 


BY RICHARD H. ELLINGSON 


M* PHILIP LUTTIO was one of twenty-two Luther- 
an Seminary students assigned as chaplains to 
Boy Scout camps scattered over eleven states extend- 
‘ing from New York ‘to California. Luttio’s camp was 
the Many Point Scout Camp of the Minneapolis 
‘Area and was one of the many to be supplied 
with copies of the Gospel of John by the Society. 


a 


“SA Boy Scout 1s . . . reverent” 


I am personally convinced that this is one of the 
very best types of Scripture distribution and hope 
that the Society can extend it some day to every Scout 
‘camp in the nation. When I recall my days as a chap- 
Jain in thg Navy and how many of the men in my out- 
fit had had absolutely no contact with the Word of 
God, I am completely convinced that distribution 
among Boy Scouts is most strategic. 

That the boys respond is clearly revealed in Philip 
Luttio’s report to me, which I want to include in its 
entirety. He wrote: 

Unforgettable experiences are numerous for the Boy 
‘Scout attending summer camp. It is a significant time for 
impressions during his formative years. That hour in the 
chapel setting develops a picture hard to erase, and yet for 
many there is a still greater impression received—it is the 
imprint of a Message! For in the hands of each is placed a 
copy of the Gospel according to St. John. Together both 
Scouts and chaplain search, read and discover Jesus con- 
fronting them. The message is made simple, practical and 
evangelical. The copy becomes their possession if they 
agree to read a chapter a day while at camp. Over five 
hundred copies were thus distributed during the 1951 
‘season at Many Point Scout Camp, Minnesota. 

Both Scout and Scouter respond heartily to this pro- 
gram. Hurrying down the path a Scout shouts, “Hi, chap- 
lain I’ve already read my chapter for today.” A young 
counselor quietly expresses that he has been led through to 
a serious decision by reading the Word of God during the 
“summer. An additional response demonstrating thankful- 
‘ness was made in the desire of all in the camp to share this 
message of forgiveness and freedom in Jesus Christ. Ac- 
cordingly, the Scouts themselves from the Minneapolis 
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Area Council designated their offerings to help bring this 
Good News to the Japanese people through the American 
Bible Society. The total offering for the summer amounted 
to one hundred and seventy dollars. 


World Circulation of the Bible 


Ere the minutes of the standing committee of the 
United Bible Societies which met in Sarpsborg, 
Norway in June of 1951, we report the following 
brief data from their tables of the circulation of the 
Bible throughout the world: 

The total number of Scriptures circulated by all 
the national Bible Societies during 1950 was 21,800,- 
227, which compares with 19,819,033 in 1949, 17,- 
505,484 in 1948 and 14,108,436 in 1947. The 1950 
figure includes 2,497,208 Bibles, 3,424,748 Testa- 
ments and 15,878,271 Portions. The largest percent- 
age of increase in 1950 figures was in Bibles, 1,893,910 
of which were circulated in 1949. 

Of the year’s total, the American Bible Society dis- 
tributed 11,056,584 volumes. 

The United States, Japan, China, Brazil, Korea; 
India, Pakistan, Ceylon; and Great Britain, are the 
seven areas, in the order given where the most copies 
of the Scripture were distributed. 

The largest circulation of complete Bibles was in 
the United States (409,471), with Germany coming 
next with 292,064. 

To arrive at the total distribution of figures in the 
world there must be added to those circulated by the 
national Bible Societies the number of volumes pro- 
duced commercially. This figure is never released, 
but careful estimates indicate that it may have 
reached as much as 6,000,000 during 1950, which 
would make the total Scripture distribution in the 
world, both missionary and commercial, approxi- 


mately 28,000,000 in 1950. 


‘Nobody Reads the Bible?” 


N THE ‘‘Ask Anybody” column of the New York Sunday 
News for September 9, 1951, one of the prize questions 
was, ‘‘What is the most popular book in the New York 
Public Libraries?’ The answer was in part as follows: 
‘To select the one book most constantly in demand from 
the millions of volumes in the New York Public Library 
and its seventy branches is not as difficult a task as it 
seems. The one perennial ‘best seller,’ which retains its 
following from generation to generation, is the Bible. 
Morning, afternoon and evening, until the main reading 
room of the Central Building closes at 10 p.m., there is - 
always a group immersed in many translations and editions 
from our extensive collections of the Holy Scriptures.” 
When one considers that the Bible is the oldest book 
most people know anything about, has been translated 
from languages long out of use, reflects a different kind of 
civilization from our own and yet remains the most popu- 
lar and universally beloved Book, has he not evidence 
enough of the fact the Bible is the inspired Word of God? 
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Dr. Cropp Returns to the Pastorate 


HEN IN 1939 the American Bible Society was 
WV ceniching for a qualified person for a General 
Secretaryship, the Society desired to find a man of 
high qualifications as a pastor and preacher. ‘The 
position was one of responsibility for relations with 
churches and church bodies in respect to the 
support of the Society’s work and for the distribution 
of the Scriptures throughout the United States. For 
this the Society chose the Reverend Dr. Frederick 
W. Cropp, minister of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Wheeling, West Virginia. Now, after twelve years 
of most valuable service, Dr. Cropp’s deep sense of 
the spiritual meaning of a pastor’s work has taken 
him back again into the ministry of a local church. 
On December 15, he left the Soci- 
ety to become pastor of the Com- 
munity Church of San Marino, 
California. 

Dr. Cropp leaves the official 
service of the Society with a nota- 
ble record of achievement, with 
the affection of all the Board and 
staff, and to their great regret. His 
sincerity in obeying what has been 
to him a call of the Spirit of God 
all fully respect. 

During the period from 1939 to 
1942 Dr. Cropp gave full effort to 
the contacts with churches and to 
distribution in the United States. 
‘Then came the call to him, as a 
reserve chaplain, to active service 
in the Army. ‘This duty occupied 
him from February 1942 to De- 
cember 1945, with service at camps in New Jersey, 
Georgia and California, and finally, as Assistant 
Corps Chaplain, with the Third Corps in Germany, 
with rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Due to the Society’s 
expanding work in the postwar period the Board 
asked Dr. Cropp on his return to the staff to concen- 
trate on the problems of distribution in the United 
States, and this has been his major duty until now. 
But like all the General Officers, he has shared in 
every phase of the Society’s work, especially as he 
has carried for his colleagues many miscellaneous 
responsibilities that fell in no one department. 

In his contacts with the churches Dr. Cropp 
strengthened and extended the large bond of mutual 
understanding and good will which exists between 
the Society and the Churches. After one extensive 
series of visits to church assemblies Dr. Cropp wrote, 
‘The representatives of the Churches know that the 
Word must be translated and published and distrib- 
uted and used. They recognize the strategic impor- 
tance of the work of the Bible Societies, and they sense 
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Frederick W. Cropp 
General Secretary, 1939-1951 


the threat to that work now existing in the world situ- 
ation. Their response has been, and will be, in- 
creased and prayerful support of their Bible Society.” 
This prophecy was well fulfilled, and Dr. Cropp pre- 
pared the way for its fulfillment. 

In the distribution of Scriptures in the United 
States Dr. Cropp had the supervision of the fourteen, 
now fifteen, District and Division Offices and their 
staffs and the administration of direct service to 
Army and Navy chaplains and other specialized 
personnel. For many years the Society’s Officers have 
not felt that the processes of civilian distribution— 
especially that of a missionary character—achieved all 
it ought. Dr. Cropp’s concentration upon it, his coun- 
seling with the field staff, with 
home-mission boards, and his study 
of many local situations bore fruit 
in a most important development} 
of interpretation to boards of home| 
missions, and of service to and| 
through home missionaries and| 
pastors in such positions. The pro-. 
gram is set forth in the brochure, 
“The Bible and Bibleless Ameri-| 
cans,” which he prepared. Some 
evidence of the success of the pro- 
gram appears in the fact that 1950 
showed the Society’s largest circu- 
lation in the U.S.A.—over 6,- 
000,000 copies—and that 1951 
will top that. 

These brief indications of the 
strategic value of Dr. Cropp’s work 
will hardly give an impression of 
the qualities that have brought him the affection 
and respect of all who have worked with him in any 
department. He has been an administrator of re- 
markable skill, full of vision of great opportunities 
and their meaning in the saving and upbuilding of 
human life, and at the same time of genius in unrav- 
eling the complicated, whether it be a financial 
statement or a series of personal problems. His 
warm friendliness, his keen humor, his patient cre- 
ative search for the Christian way in which work 
should be done have been invaluable in the drive 
and pressure that so constantly rests upon our work. 
Above all, his ministry in these years has been 
marked by the constant fulfillment of the words of 
his first message to the Staff: ““When I entered the 
ministry I placed at the center of my life the same 
Figure which you, who call yourselves by His name, 
have placed at the heart of yours. He is in very 
reality my Lord.” 


The Society bids Dr. Cropp Godspeed in his new 
work, 
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Colombia: 

It was over twenty years ago that a colporteur’s 
Bible reached Don Graziano’s hut and his heart as 
well. He could hardly contain himself for joy; he 
had now in his own, possession the very Book of God. 
With the enthusiasm of his new-found faith he at 
once shared the good Word of God’s grace with his 
neighbors. Then came the priest, black-robed and 
stern. The Book was to be destroyed; it was an evil 
book, a source of trouble; but Don Domingo firmly 
asserted that it was a good book, and one that had 
brought happiness to him and his companions. The 
_padre prodded his horse fiercely and left in a rage. 
In due course Don Domingo was excommunicated— 
_a severe blow to one so sincere of heart; but he still 
had his treasure of sacred Scripture. The priestly 
Church had disciplined him and even cast him out, 
but he would always meet or worship with those 
about him. Thus was formed the nucleus of a Bible- 
loving communion; and when Don Domingo moved 
to El Jordan, many of the mountain folk had banded 
themselves together with him. Without reserve he 
devoted himself to teaching their children and con- 
ducting their services and administering to their vari- 
ous needs. Today, if you visited in his home, you 
might see an old man in a faded pink shirt back in 
the corner of a room. The busy years have left him 
tired and gray. Don Domingo Graziano is the found- 
er of a growing country church in El Jordan. Per- 
haps no” monument will ever be dedicated to his 
memory, nor will his name become great as a Prot- 
estant; but the fruits of his life and labor are to be 
seen in the groups that gather to worship with him. 
The annual three-day Bible conference instituted 
two years ago is bearing much fruit in the area 
around El Jordan. 


Peru: 

. Colporteur Elfas Virgilio tramps from village to 
village in the frigid altitudes of the high Andes, 
‘traveling at times to 16,000 ft. above sea level. He 
says that in many of these outlying places it is often 
well-nigh impossible to secure lodging for the night. 
The inhabitants are afraid of strangers and unitedly 
refuse to purchase the Scriptures for fear they may be 
deceived; indeed, such folk live in ignorance of even 
the existence of such a Book. It is in the high pla- 
‘teaus, in the mining centers or in the gigantic dam 
projects by which the Ica desert will ultimately be 
watered, where the potential purchasers of the Holy 
Bible are to be found, and this in spite of the un- 
friendly elements and the cold of the eternal snows, 
which often bring all activity virtually to a standstill. 
It is in such places that the Indian acquires the 
‘eternal warmth which God imparts to the readers of 
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Latin American Vignettes 


“The Book.” Don Elfas has continued to do excellent 
work during the past year, having distributed a total 
of 13,662 books; and that this distribution has been 
carried out carefully and prayerfully is evidenced by 
the following remark taken from his report: ‘After 
selling the Scriptures in the open air, and while the 
crowd disperses, some people always stay behind, 
thoughtful and motionless, until the rest have gone; 
then they express to me their decision to repent and 
ask for advice as to how they can live a better life.” 


El Salvador: 

Mr. Lindvall, manager of the Evangelical Book 
Room in Santa Ana, writes: “This month we have 
tried something new in El Salvador—a downtown 
street stand for the public sale of Bibles. This is the 
first time in the history of Santa Ana that this has 
been done. We got the idea about three days after 
the recent revolution, purchased street space for one 
month and put up our table. 

“During the nine days ending the day after Christ- 
mas we sold fifteen Bibles, twenty-eight Testaments, 
a large number of Portions. The greatest value of 
the stand lay in the fact that we were advertising 
Bibles publicly without being molested by anyone.” 


AN IMPORTANT STEP forward in the efficiency of the West 
Indies Agency of the Society was taken in September 
when the Subagency in Ciudad Trujillo, capital city of 
the Dominican Republic, was set up. Hitherto the So- 
ciety’s work had been carried on in cooperation with 
Librerfa Dominicana, which made it very difficult to 
keep proper inventory, sales and financial records. 

In the picture above, taken on the day the new Sub- 
agency was opened, are (left to right) Dr. Molina, Secre- 
tary of the West Indies Agency; Richard E. Johnson, 
Superintendent of the Dominican Evangelical Church; 
Miss Amparo Ramos, office worker; and Sefior Julio D, 
Postigo, Subagent for the Dominican Republic. 

Already Sr. Postigo had inaugurated a program of 
cultivation of pastors and churches, and it is expected 
that the reports from the Subagency will reveal a greatly 
enlarged circulation. 


Along the Byways in Bible Lands 


N THE countries of the Near East, hallowed as the 

lands from which the Bible came, faithful col- 

porteurs are making their rounds in the face of prej- 
udice, indifference and even hostility. 

Colporteur Michaloyannakis recently visited the 
larger islands of the Aegean Sea. Everywhere he 
finds people who know nothing of the Bible. A villager 
of ninety read a few verses from the Bible I offered 
him, his eyesight still being remarkably good, and 
then declared, ‘Why, boy, this is the book for which 
I have been looking for fifty years.’ He was so deaf 
that we could not converse, but he bought the Bible 
with great pleasure. 

“A Greek lady who had read the story of Mary 
Jones, the little Welsh girl who a hundred fifty years 
ago trudged twenty miles to get a Bible and thus 
started the train of events that led to the beginning 
of the Bible Society movement in England, wished 
very much to own a Bible, but when I visited her vil- 
lage she was entirely without cash. In order not to 
lose her opportunity she hurried out and sold enough 
of her household supply of olive oil to buy a Bible. 

‘“‘High in the mountains I came across a forest rang- 
er, with whom I had a long talk about the Bible. He 
said, ‘I suppose I would never have gone to the trou- 
ble to write and order a Bible. I believe God, who 
knows how negligent I am, sent you here in order that 
I should have a copy.’ ” 

On the Island of Chios, which Luke mentions in 
the twentieth chapter of The Acts, Colporteur Mi- 
chaloyannakis stopped at a chemist’s shop and left 
one of the Bible leaflets. The proprietor came forward 
and praised the Bible work, saying, ‘““The other day 
you left one of these leaflets in a certain office where 
at the time a vehement discussion was taking place. 
Legal proceedings would probably have been the end 
of the argument, had not the eye of the plaintiff fallen 
on your leaflet. He read it and decided not to go to 
court.” The chemist was probably speaking of him- 
self, for he bought a Bible. 

Colporteur Michel Hattouni works in Lebanon. 
An annual religious festival draws great crowds to 
the mountain town of Zahle. On this day Colporteur 
Michel chose a huge boulder along the avenue below 
the town along the river. Above the boulder he 
erected banners on which Bible verses had been 
printed in large characters. Below, against the face of 
the rock, he displayed his books. ‘Thousands on their 
way to the festival stopped at his novel display and to 
read his banners. Among those who bought was a 
Lebanese army officer who was on his way to the 
noisy cabarets across the river. ‘‘A quiet day of read- 
ing and meditating on this book would suit me bet- 
ter,” he remarked. Two of the privates with him 
bought a Testament each; and a third, a Muslim, 
bought a copy of the Psalms. Thus did four soldiers 
turn their backs on ‘‘Vanity Fair.” 
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“T Knew You Would Come” 


BY W. STANLEY RYCROFT 


N Hatti I was told the story of the first visit of an 
I evangelist to a place not far from where I was 
staying. Seventy-five years ago a man from this place 
went to Turks Island in the Bahamas and was greatly 
impressed by the way the people lived in contrast to 
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the way people lived in his own town. They were 
cleaner, more orderly and happier. On inquiring 
why, he was told it was due to the Bible. He asked to” 
see this book, and they gave him a copy of the Eng- | 
lish Bible. He took the book back home with him and | 
told his relatives and friends that some day someone 
would come to tell them about the message in it. 


Seventy-five years went by and the man died, but his 
daughter had remembered what he had said. She 
was in the group that was addressed by the evangelist 
who finally came. He spoke about God the Creator, 
Our Heavenly Father, who so loved the world that 


He sent His Son to save all men everywhere. The 


woman listened, then slipped away from the group to 


her home, returning with the English Bible in her 


hand. When the evangelist stopped speaking she 
asked him if what he was saying was in the book 
which she held. He recognized it at once and said 
yes. Then she embraced him and said: “‘My father 
said you would come; I knew you would come.” 


They Must Have Bibles 


if A LETTER from Shimonoseki, Japan, dated Sep- 
tember 15, Miss Jean Delmarter makes the follow- 
ing comments on Korean soldiers who are hospital 
patients: 

My Bible woman, who is working now in the Fifth 
Korean Army Hospital in Pusan, tells me that in a month 
to six weeks’ time, going from patient to patient, over a 
hundred patients had expressed a desire to her to become 
Christians. There are five Bible women and two ministers, 
I believe, in that one hospital; recently some sixty patients 
were established as inquirers preparing for baptism. 


Thanks! 


A fier oLD Welsh Presbyterian Synod of Ohio was dis- 
solved some time ago. The trustees of the synod found 
themselves with a balance of nearly $1,000 and were faced 
with the question of the best place to send it. 

They were good enough to select the American Bible 
Society as the beneficiary of this gift, and the Society has 
received a check for $979.67. This gift is very greatly ap- 
preciated by the Society. The Welsh Churches and the 
Welsh people have always been generous in their gifts to 
the American Bible Society, and this further expression of 
their devotion to the Bible cause has been accepted with 
sincere gratitude, 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


[Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
‘spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. ] 
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From Hamilton, New York: 


~ Every time I receive your Record magazine I wish I 
were a millionaire. Enclosed find $25, for which 
please use for Scriptures in Japan; mission school at 
Mutoto, Congo, Africa; and P.O.W.’s in Korea. I 
pray God that other hearts and hands may be opened 
so that the need may be filled. 


From Eola, Texas: 


We, the children of the junior class of the Eola 
Methodist Sunday School and some of our friends, 
visitors from the Baptist church, have earned the en- 
closed $5 that we are sending to you as our donation 
to help provide Scriptures to the blind. Some of the 
ways we earned this money are: mowing lawns, chop- 
ping cotton, weeding and washing dishes for our 
mothers. We have been reading some leaflets from 
your Society and are so happy that you are doing 
such wonderful work. We are especially interested in 
the boys in Korea too, and have been saving to make 
a donatiog for them. 


From Portland, Oregon: 


I am an attorney and I have practiced my profes- 
sion in the City of Portland, and the State of Oregon 
generally, since my admission to practice on June 
10, 1890. My father—whose full name I bear—was 
admitted to practice in April of 1851, just one hun- 
dred years ago. He was a man of confirmed Christian 
faith. He died in his sixty-ninth year. 

In my youth, as the result of a modest gift to the 
American Bible Society he had a certificate of mem- 
bership issued to me, and so I have always had a real 
interest in the Society, for which reason I am glad to 
make my own very modest donation to the work. 

I am now half through my eighty-sixth year and 
am winding up the remnants of a very active prac- 
tice that has continued without interruption for 
sixty-one years. 

“God bless the American Bible Society and all of 
your Officers, who are carrying the burden of the 
tremendous work that it is doing. 


From Ardmore, Oklahoma: 


- The picture on the front of your October number 
is of the church that was built on a lot owned as my 
first home and was almost washed away in 1903. Two 
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of my children were born in that home. The Kansas 
Avenue Methodist Church, pictured on page 116, 
was the church of my parents and older brothers, also 
that of Charles Curtis, afterwards Vice President 
with Mr. Hoover. 

Am enclosing my check for $25. 


From New York City: 


Enclosed you will find my monthly “bit”? ($1) for 
the work. I wish it were many times more. I keep in 
touch with the need through a nurse in Japan who is - 
now caring for the soldiers injured in battle. I send 
her copies of St. John’s Gospel and Christmas cards 
to give the men. My prayer for the work is that many, 
many more may feel the desire to help. 


From Ashland, Virginia: 


Sixty cents of this check is from my Sunday-school 
class of beginners and primaries. They each truly 
earned a nickel or did without ice cream for it. And 
we prayed that Jesus would use it as He did the little 
boy’s lunch. 


From Arlington, Virginia: 

During World War I my work as an employee of 
an oil company required that I spend much time in 
the mountains of Kentucky, where I endured many 
hardships on horseback in all kinds of weather, sleep- 
ing in log cabins and existing on poor rations. While 
so engaged I acquired some oil and gas rights and 
the check for $28.05 herewith enclosed is the first re- 
turns from oil production from a small producing oil 
well. 

I decided some time ago I would contribute to 
your Society the amount of the first check and am 
pleased to do so, as I feel assured good use will be 
made of it. 


From Miami, Florida: 


You will, I know, pardon my delay in offering a 
small contribution to your worldwide accomplish- 
ment in the distribution throughout the world by 
which you reach millions of unsaved souls. 

I enclose check for $50 to be used as you feel dis- 
posed, and with it goes my wholehearted thanks and 
prayerful praise of one of the grandest organizations 
this world has ever known. The Lord will, of course, 
bless you beyond any power of words which I may 
express. 


From Dayton, Ohio: 


I am very glad at this time that I am able to be 
of some help in spreading the open Bible to those 
who have never had the Christian background that 
I have had. 

I look forward to the next copy of the Record when- 
ever I finish the last one. They have been a great 
help to me. Enclosed find a check for $100 for the 
publishing and distributing of the Holy Bible. 


a 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


JANUARY 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Psalms 15 17 Matthew 9 
2 Psalms 47 18 Matthew 12:1-21 
3 Psalms 52 19 Matthew 13:1-23 
4 Psalms 84 20 Sunday, 
5 Psalms 107 Matthew 13:24-58 
6 Sunday, 21 Matthew 17:1-13 
Psalms 130 22 Matthew  18:1-20 
7 Psalms 145 23 Mark 10:1-27 
8 Ecclesiastes 12 24 Mark 10:28-52 
9 Isaiah 2:1=5 25 Luke 6:20—49 
10 Isaiah 41:8-18 26 Luke 12:13-34 
11 Isaiah 42:1—-16 27 Sunday, 
12 Jeremiah 31:27-37 Luke 12:35-48 
13. Sunday, 28 Luke 18:1-30 
Amos 5:14-24 29 Colossians 1 
14. Micah 4:1-7 30. II Peter 3 
15 Matthew 3 31. I John 5 
16 Matthew 4 


January Radio Programs 


Mutual Network. Secretary Stifler will 
be heard on the last four Tuesdays of the 
month on many of the stations of the 
Mutual Broadcasting System on the pop- 
ular morning program, “Faith in Our 
ime. The hour is 10:15 E.S:T. The 
themes will be: January 8, ‘“‘A Prediction 
for 1952”; January 15, “‘The Biggest 
Word in the Bible”; January 22, ‘The 
Bible and Our Generation’’; January 29, 
“The Man Who Reads with His Lips.” 
Station WOR, New York City. Secre- 
tary Stifler will also be heard on the Sun- 
days of January on “‘Radio Chapel’? at 
9:30 to 10:00 a.m., E.S.T. This powerful 
station has listeners over a large area 
along the Atlantic seaboard and beyond 
the Appalachian range. The subjects are: 
January 6, ‘““The Book Behind America’; 
January 13, “Sharing the Bible”; Jan- 
uary 20, “The Living Word”; January 
27, “How to Use Your Bible.” 
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These forty-eight men are the Protestant members of Company 423 of the 
1951 Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, Illinois. Every one of these 
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men has read the entire New Testament under the direction of their Com- 
pany Commander Robert Wayne Diffenderfer, who appears in his chief 
petty officer’s uniform immediately under picture, which unfortunately did 
not come out clearly in photograph—it is a copy of Merton Sallman’s head 
of Christ. Testaments were supplied by the American Bible Society. 


For listeners in Southern California the 
Society is presenting a daily program, 
Monday through Friday, from 12:25 to 
12:30 P.S.T., entitled ‘“The Bible in the 
News.” This program is heard over Sta- 
tion KGER, Long Beach, California, 
1390 KC on the dial. 


* x 
The February Issue 


The February Bible Society Record will 
report the annual meeting of the Advis- 
ory Council of the American Bible Soci- 
ety, which met at the Bible House on 
November 28 and 29. The representa- 
tives of 41 denominations were there, 
bishops, presidents, editors, secretaries, 
pastors and other leaders. On the second 
day of the meeting these churchmen met 
with the Society’s Budget Committee 
when they adopted the largest budget in 
the Society’s 135 years and heard some 
preliminary forecasts of the Society’s dis- 
tribution for 1952, which look very prom- 
ising and will be reported later in these 
pages. 

* x 
November Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-sixth year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, November 1, 
1951, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale. 


It was reported that the plates for the 
new edition of the Bible in Braille Grade 
2 for the Blind were completed, and also 
that the entire Bible on 170 new 10-inch 
Talking Book records was ready for 
prompt distribution. 

An increase in distribution of the 
Scriptures in the United States for the 
first half of 1951 was reported. 

The Board approved of a grant of 
Bibles, Testaments and Portions to the 
Christian Literature Crusade of Mon- 
rovia, Liberia, for distribution on the 
sale and distribution plan. 

Copies of the Worldwide Bible Read- 
ings for Thanksgiving to Christmas were 
presented. 


How to get your RECORD 
without fail! 


According to a recent Post Office 
ruling, our subscribers are asked to 
inform promptly both their post- 
master and the Brsce Society Rec- 
ORD at 450 Park Avenue, New York 
22, N.Y., of any change of address. 
This will not only facilitate the 
prompt delivery of their paper but 
will avoid considerable expense. 


To EDITORS: The Bible Society 
Record invites reprinting of its arti- 
cles in whole or in part. Its con- 
tents are not copyrighted. 
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In the United States—Districts and Depositories 


District and Division Secretaries 
Central—Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky 
Rey. G. B. Cameron, 123 East 6th Street, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
Northwestern—Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak. 
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SEgstern—New York, Connecticut 
Rev. John W. Osberg, 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, N. Y. 


_Ailantic—Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey 
Rey. G. G. Dilworth, D.D., 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


Maryland—Maryland and District of Columbia 
Rev. E. C..Powers, D.D., 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md. 


‘South Atlantic—Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina 
Rey. I. S. McElroy, Jr., Central Nat. Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va. 


' Southern—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Miss. 
Rev. B. H. Smith, 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Divisions of the Haven Memorial Agency among tbe Colored People of the United States 
Cleveland—Ohio, Pa., N. Y., N. J., Del., Mich., Ind., Tll., Mo., Ky. 
Rev. V. C. Hodges, D.D., 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio 
Dallas—Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas 
Rey. H. L. Thompson, 2516 Thomas Ave., Dallas 4, Tex. 


Atlanta—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tenn. 
. Rev. D. H. Stanton, D.D., 56 Gammon Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga. 
Richmond—No. Carolina, Virginia, W. Va., D. C., Maryland 
Rey. K. L. Brazil, St. Luke Bldg., 902 St. James St., Richmond 20, Va. 


Field Secretaries 
Dr. Page Etchison, 539 Washington Bldg., 1435 G Street, N.W., 
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Rev. Edwin H. Bookmyer, 4956 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa. 
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New York City 22—Bible House, 450 Park Avenue 


‘Rev. Walter J. Lake, 1504 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
Rev. Thomas T. Holloway, 310 No. Ervay Street, Dallas 1, Texas 
Mr. H. Walter Riland, Bible House, Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y. 


Washington 5, D. C. 


Rev. C. C. Burnett, Main Post Office, Box 322, Springfield, Mo. 


Depositories—To Which Orders for Scriptures Should Be Sent 


Atlanta 3, Georgia —85 Walton St... 16... seven ne ce erent tensed eae ree teen eee cnn e eet neste : na, C I 2 $ 
Chicago 7, Illinois—35 E. Wacker Drive............+.+++-: Colorado, New Mexico, Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Utah, Ariz., Ohio, Ky., Ind., Ill., lowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., 
N. Dak., 8S. Dak., Neb., Kan. 
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Foreign Agencies 


North Andean—Rev. John H. Twentyman, Apartado 
448, Girén Camand, 836, Lima, Peru 

Chile-Bolivia—Rev. D. C. Brackenridge, Casilla 784, 
Santiago, Chile Isaac Peral, Manila 

La Plata—Rey. Charles W. Turner, Ph.D., Calle Thailand—Rev. Peter A. Voth, 150 Sathorn Rd., 
Parand 140, Buenos Aires, Argentina Bangkok ‘ 

Brazil—Rev. Lewis M. Bratcher, Jr., 133-135 Rua Hong Kong—Rev. David McGavin, 1 Ice House Street 
Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro Japan Bible Society—Mr.T. Miyakoda, GeneralSecretary, 

Bible Lands Agency, North—Mr. F. Lyman MacCallum, Bible House, 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo 
Bible House, Istanbul, Turkey 


Bible Lands Agency, South—Rev. Leonard Geary, P. O. 
Box 724, 62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, Egypt 
Philippines—Rev. W. H. Fonger, Bible House 636, 


“West Indies—Rev. J. Gonzales Molina, Ph.D., Neptuno 
629, Havana, Cuba 
_Mexico—Sr. H. T. Marroquin, Apartado 1373, 
Mexico City 

Central America—Rev. Raymond R. Gregory; Rev. 
~ Jacob W. Limkemann, Bible House, Box J, 
; Cristébal, Canal Zone 
Colombia Subagency— (Acting) Rev. Raymond R. Greg- 
; ory, Bible House, Box J, Cristébal, Canal Zone 
‘Venezuela Subagency—Rev. Kenneth Bystrom, Apar- 
tado 222, Caracas 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 

Connecticut—Rev. John W. Osberg, 278 Farmington Ave., Hartford 5 
Rhode Island—Rev. Arthur B. Mercer, 144 Westminster St., Providence 3 
Maryland—Rey. E. C. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2 


‘Maine—Rev. Hammond I. Peterson, 19 Pine St., Portland 4 

New Hampshire—Edward A. Dame, 24 Warren St., Concord A 
“Vermont—Rev. John L. Gregory, 189 South Winooski,Ave., Burlington 
-Massachusetts—Rev. Robert W. Coe, D.D., 41 Bromfield St., Boston 8 


THAT LELLS HOW 
TO GAIN FREEDOM 


FROM WORRY, 


AND GREAT JOY 
THROUGH A REMARKABLE PLAN 


I. costs nothing to send for this little book, 
A Gift That Lives. Yet this moment may be the 
most rewarding one of your life—starting you 
on the highroad to happiness and independ- 
ence. 

Thousands of men and women are today 
enjoying long life, great joy and complete 
freedom from money worry through participa- 
tion in the American Bible Society Annuity 
Plan. 

The Plan is simple. Simply invest your sav- 
ings or surplus funds in American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements. You may start with as 
little as $100 and you receive generous returns 
right from the start. Reinyesting these divi- 
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Please send me without obligation your booklet, BSR1, entitled A Gift That 


dends along with accumulated funds increases 
your holdings—and you will be astonished how 
soon you May own a sizable amount! 

This Plan, which has been in operation for 
more than 100 years, offers rich satisfactions. 
For through it you not only provide for your 
own future financial security (perhaps of loved 
ones, too) and so prolong your life; you have 
the inexpressible joy of knowing that, after you 
have had the use of your money, it goes to fur- 
ther the work of a vital Christian enterprise 
which serves all denominations impartially— 
and which never departs from its sole and orig- 


inal purpose of making the Bible available 
to all. 


